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AESTHETIX

Callisto Line Stage and lo Phono Stage

Achieving the perfect balance of sonic attributes, the Aesthetix’
Callisto and lo imbue the music with breathtaking beauty. The
Callisto Line Stage and lo Phono Stage can be used together
as a complete pre-amplifier system or separately in line-level
only systems, add-on phono, or lo with volume controls as a
dedicated phono preamplifier.

The Aesthetix Power Supply is the size of a power amplifier.
Identical for all Aesthetix audio chassis, each Callisto or lo requires
a dedicated Power Supply. Separate umbilical cables feed each
channel of the dual mono audio chassis. The Power Supply has
two main sections, the heater supply and the primary plus and
minus supplies. At the heart of the heater supply is its massive,
low flux, 210 volt-amp power transformer which has fourteen

separate secondary windings that are individually regulated and
supply both the Power Supply and main unit tubes. The primary
high voltage supply is composed of a similar massive 170 volt-
amp transformer which feeds a common-mode choke input
filtering network and then high current vacuum tube regulators
(one EL34/6CA7, three 12AX7 tubes per regulator). Each
requlator is capable of supplying 600 volts at 100mA. These
are two such regulators in the Power Supply. Each separate
amplification or buffer stage has its own power supply filtering
network and regulated heater supply to isolate individual
sections and prevent interaction.

The Aesthetix High Resolution Volume Control is a 46 position,
true balanced constant input impedance stepped attenuator,
custom manufactured to our exacting specifications. Aesthetix
dual mono circuit boards use one volume control per channel,
truly balancing both legs of the signal.
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Aesthetix circuit topology is dual mono and balanced, with

the ability to internally balance a single-ended source. Only the
highest grade electronic
components are used, includ-
ing: non-inductive wirewound
resistors in the signal path;
polystyrene, polypropylene,
and Nichicon electrolytic power
supply, bypass, and signal
capacitors; low noise matched
vacuum tubes; glass epoxy
dual mono circuit boards; and
20 gauge steel chassis.

The Callisto Line Stage optimizes both single-ended (RCA) and
balanced (XLR) inputs and outputs. The Callisto audio chassis
contains one main amplification section and an output buffer
section. The first section is a medium gain, low noise, zero
feedback (or 6dB feedback from single ended sources)
differential amplifier composed of a 6922 tube and a 12AX7
tube. Lastly, the signal is buffered and sent to the output jacks
in balanced form.
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The lo Phono Stage’s high gain/low noise, all-tube audio circuitry,
is capable of successfully amplifying today's ultra-low output
moving coil cartridges. Flexible gain and loading adjustments
make the lo perfect for all cartridges. lo Phono Stage with
Aesthetix volume controls is the ultimate dedicated phono
pre-amp for the vinyl connoisseur.The Phono Stage contains
three main amplification sections and an output buffer stage.
The first section is a high gain, low noise, zero feedback single
ended amplifier composed of two specially selected low noise
12AX7 vacuum tubes. This feeds a high gain, low noise

differential amplifier (two more 12AX7 tubes) which both
amplifies the signal and produces a complementary minus phase
signal. Thus, the lo is balanced from the second amplification
stage through the output. The signal is then applied to the third
amplification section, nearly identical to the second, also
consisting of two 12AX7 tubes. The RIAA filter is next in the
signal path, a purely passive design with the highest grade
capacitors and non-inductive wirewound resistors throughout.

Back panels
reflect true dual
mono circuit
boards and
balanced circuit
topology.

Based in
Southern
California,
Aesthetix designer Jim White has an extensive background in
the high end specialty audio industry, where he is responsible for
both production and design. Each Aesthetix unit is hand built.
All units undergo a rigorous test procedure which includes
auditioning in a high quality audio system.
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Specifications (subject to change without notice)

Callisto Line Stage

Gain (single-ended): 12dB (balanced): 24dB
Input/Output impedance (input): 100k Q (output): 350 Q
Tube complement: (2) 65N7, (4) 6922, (2) 12AX7

lo Phono Stage

Gain: 45-75dB

Input impedance: 10-47k Q Output impedance: 350 Q
Tube complement: (2) 6SN7, (2) 6922, (12) 12AX7

Power Supply
Tube complement: (6) 12AX7, (2) EL34
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